
BRARA   Calendar: 
09:00-13:00 Wed 01-Oct-14  

 Ham Shack Work & Radio Day 

09:00-13:00 Sat 04-Oct-14 

 Ham Shack Work & Radio Day 

Sat 04-Oct-2014 Yom Kippur 

19:30 Mon 06-Oct-14 

 Informal Net on 145.29 [110.9]

followed by South County NBEMS Net 

09:00-13:00 Wed 08-Oct-14  

 Ham Shack Work & Radio Day 

19:00-21:00 Wednesday 08-Oct-2014 

Club Meeting @ West Boca Library 

Fri/Sat 10/11-OCT-2014 FL State ARRL 

Convention|Melbourne Hamfest 

09:00-13:00 Sat 11-Oct-14 

 Ham Shack Work & Radio Day 

Mon 13-Oct-2014 Columbus Day 

19:30 Mon 13-Oct-14 

 Informal Net on 145.29 [110.9]

followed by South County NBEMS Net 

09:00-13:00 Wed 15-Oct-14  

 Ham Shack Work & Radio Day 

09:00-13:00 Sat 18-Oct-14 

 Ham Shack Work & Radio Day 

18/19-Oct-2014 Sat/Sun JOTA Weekend 

19:30 Mon 20-Oct-14 

 Informal Net on 145.29 [110.9]

followed by South County NBEMS Net 

09:00-13:00 Wed 22-Oct14  

 Ham Shack Work & Radio Day 

09:00-13:00 Sat 25-Oct-14 

 Ham Shack Work & Radio Day 

12:00 Noon Sun 26-Oct-14 

 Soft Deadline for Newsletter 

19:30 Mon 27-Oct-14 

 Informal Net on 145.29 [110.9]

followed by South County NBEMS Net 

09:00-13:00 Wed 29-Oct-14  

 Ham Shack Work & Radio Day 

Fri 31-Oct-14 Halloween 

09:00-13:00 Sat 01-Nov-14 

 Ham Shack Work & Radio Day 

Sun 02:00 02-Nov-2014 Daylight 

Savings Time Ends-Fall back 1 Hour 

19:30 Mon 03-Nov-14 

 Informal Net on 145.29 [110.9]

followed by South County NBEMS Net 

a BRARA Newsletter 

 theRadio Flyer, 

October 2014 

Repeater, HSMM, 

  & Ham  Shack News  
  

The weekly worker group meets 

almost every Wednesday and 

Saturday morning roughly between 

0900 and 1300. 

At the repeater site, a power 

distribution block was installed to 

fuse the repeaters and associated 

equipment individually.  They are 

no longer tied together at the 

power supply. The 70 cm machine 

was out of service for a few days. 

The 2m machine is operational. 

Repeater 2m/70cm linking is still a 

work in progress as is correcting 

the repeater time-stamp. Testing 

and tweaking of he new Controller 

continues.  

The HSMM club project is also a 

work in progress.   
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This Month’s 

Speaker kj4rhp 
In October, we will review  the Tom 

Gallagher (NY2RF) presentation on 

“HR 4969 & Beyond”. Passage of 

this bi-partisan bill will remove the 

restrictive covenant language 

hindering antenna erection by 

specifically placing amateur radio 

antennas within FCC Part-97 

jurisdiction and extending  PRB-1 

protection of “reasonable 

accommodation” from zoning actions 

(specifically HOA’s, deed restrictions 

and covenants). 

Names and addresses of 

Congressional Legislators will be 

provided. But it is important to mail 

the letter to the ARRL as they will be 

making to most effective push. 

It is not too late, but this maybe the 

last opportunity we have. 

QSL Report N4II 
 As we close out the month, N4BRF has 
logged in 1,410 QSLs/5,012 QSOs 
(28.1%) on LoTW. 

  
 N4BRF DXCC Account Status: New 
this month Wallis & Futuna (FW)and 
Christmas Island (VK9X). Awards 
received: Mixed, CW and Phone. 

  
 N4BRF WAS Account Status: We have 
received 161 QSLs from each of the 
2012 and 2013 Field Days and 189 
QSOs from the 2014 Field Day 
activities. Awards received: Basic. We 
need VT on 20m; ME on CW; ID, OR, 
and UT on Phone, AR, DE, and NE on 
both Digital and RTTY.  

 
 N4BRF Triple Play Award Status: CW 
49, Phone 47, Digital 47, Total 143 (of 
150 needed). New this month-CW: 
ME; Phone: ID, OR, and UT; Digital: 
AR, DE, and NE 

  
 N4BRF VUCC Account Status: New 
this month: None. The Fred Fish 
Memorial Award is still a work in 
progress with 51. 

  
 Next update at the OCT-2014 Club 
Meeting.  

Welcome Back 

Snow Birds  
  

Returning Snowbirds are reminded 
that the Club’s informal net is still on 
Monday evenings at 19:30 (7:30 PM 
local time) on 145.290/144.690 [PL 
110.9].  We will be happy to 
reacquaint ourselves. 
   
With the passing of W1IVB, KG4FUR 
has been filling in as our NCS.   
 
Also, we still meet at the shack on 
Wednesday and Saturday mornings.  
Our Meetings are still at the Library 
on US-441/SR-7 on the First Tuesday 
of the Month (except major Holidays 
and Election Days. Also, on the long 
drive down south, you can begin to re-
connect with us on Echolink [EC Node 
826953]. 



Early Efforts on 

Behalf of "The 

Amateur Radio Parity 

Act" H.R. 4969 

Bearing Fruit 
Initial efforts to secure additional 
co-sponsors for "The Amateur Radio 
Parity Act of 2014" -- H.R. 4969 -- 
are starting to produce results. As 
of August 5, 17 co-sponsors had 
signed onto the bill, which was 
introduced in the US House of 
Representatives with bipartisan 
support in late June. Additional co-
sponsors are anticipated. H.R. 4969 
would call on the FCC to apply the 
"reasonable accommodation" three-
part test of the PRB-1 federal pre-
emption policy to private land-use 
restrictions regarding antennas. The 
bill's primary sponsor is Rep Adam 
Kinzinger (R-IL). It received initial 
co-sponsorship from Rep Joe 
Courtney (D-CT), who attended the 
ARRL National Centennial 
Convention on July 19 to discuss the 
measure with visitors and League 
officials. 

"With Congress on break for August, 
we are encouraging our members to 
meet with their representatives 
while [lawmakers] are home on 
break in their districts, and urge 
their support for H.R. 4969," said 
ARRL Regulatory Information 
Manager Dan Henderson, N1ND. 
"We're very pleased with the initial 
response, but the more noise we 
make, the better our chances." He 
emphasized that a successful 
outcome requires as many co-
sponsors as possible, and that's 
where ARRL members come into 
play in their role as voters and 
constituents. 
 
The League's H.R. 4969 page 
contains information and guidance 
for clubs and individuals promoting 
efforts to gain co-sponsors for the 
measure by contacting their 
members of Congress. The web page 
includes a sample letter to a 
member of Congress and a list of 
"talking points." For in-person visits, 
the League recommends organizing 
small teams of knowledgeable, 
articulate radio amateurs to 
approach lawmakers one to one to 
plead their case. 
 
The limited PRB-1 pre-emption 
currently applies only to state and 
municipal land-use ordinances. The 
FCC has indicated its reluctance to 
provide the same legal protections 
from private land-use agreements -- 
often called covenants, conditions, 
and restrictions or CC&Rs -- without 
direction from Congress. 

H.R. 4969 has been referred to the 
House Energy and Commerce 
Committee. Rep Greg Walden, W7EQI 
(R-OR), chairs that panel's 
Communications and Technology 
Subcommittee, which will consider 
the measure. The League had 
approached Walden, who helped to 
engineer the bill. 
 
Henderson said that in response to 
the "Get Behind H.R. 4969" effort at 
the Centennial Convention and last 
month's edition of the Legislative 
Update Newsletter, more than 2000 
individuals drafted letters to their 
congressional representatives, urging 
them to co-sponsor the bill. He asked 
League members to e-mail or mail 
letters directed to their US House of 
Representatives member to ARRL 
Headquarters for forwarding. E-mails 
will be printed beforehand, he noted. 
Henderson explained that this 
approach speeds delivery, since 
individual pieces of mail to members 
of Congress are scanned for threats. 
Henderson said he's already received 
another 200 or so letters to forward 
to House members. 

Send letters to H.R. 4969 Letter 
Campaign, ARRL, 225 Main St, 
Newington, CT 06111. If e-mailing, 
include "H.R. 4969" in your subject 
line. All correspondence must be 
signed and include the constituent's 
mailing address. 
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February 2015 Board 

of Directors Elections 
 

The General Election for the Club’s 

Board of Directors in February 2015.  

 

Nominations must be received by 01-

November 2014. Ballots will then be 

distributed by email to all dues paid 

Club members.   

 

Ballots must be received electronical-

ly by the February 2015 Meeting and 

only those with 2015 dues paid at the 

time of their vote are eligible to vote.  

 

More details to follow as we get clos-

er to the Nominations deadline. 

Ft Lauderdale Annual 

WinterFest Boat 

Parade—13 Dec 2014 
 
Amateur Radio Operators Needed 
 
Only 110 days to go before the 2014 
Winterfest Boat Parade. I know this 
seems a bit early to sign up, but 
please email me and sign up early so I 
know that every assignment is 
covered.  For those that worked the 
parade last year will get the same 
assignments if they contact me 
immediately. 
 
This event is shown in many different 
countries with over 1 million viewers.  
You will have a front row seat to the 
parade since all the parade boats (100 
of them) will pass right in front of 
you.  This is the best seat in the 
house! 
 
Robin Terrill N4HHP|Commo Chairman 
Ft Lauderdale Winterfest Boat Parade 
email at N4HHP@att.net 

2014 Best of Boca 

Award for BRARA 
Our Club has been selected for the 
2014 Best of Boca Raton Awards for 
Libraries. For details and more 
information please view our website: 
2014 Best of Boca Raton Awards - 
Libraries 
If you are unable to view the link 
above, please copy and paste the 
following into your web browser: 
http://bocaraton.potamily.com/
svqyn44_BOCA-RATON-AMATEUR-
RADIO-ASSOCIATIO 

http://www.arrl.org/files/media/News/HR4969.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/prb-1
http://kinzinger.house.gov/
http://kinzinger.house.gov/
http://courtney.house.gov/
http://courtney.house.gov/
http://www.arrl.org/hr-4969
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Legislative%20Update%20Newsletters/Issue%206.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/legislative-update-newsletter
http://www.arrl.org/legislative-update-newsletter
http://bocaraton.potamily.com/svqyn44_BOCA-RATON-AMATEUR-RADIO-ASSOCIATIO
http://bocaraton.potamily.com/svqyn44_BOCA-RATON-AMATEUR-RADIO-ASSOCIATIO
http://bocaraton.potamily.com/svqyn44_BOCA-RATON-AMATEUR-RADIO-ASSOCIATIO
http://bocaraton.potamily.com/svqyn44_BOCA-RATON-AMATEUR-RADIO-ASSOCIATIO
http://bocaraton.potamily.com/svqyn44_BOCA-RATON-AMATEUR-RADIO-ASSOCIATIO


SC ARES Net kk4ati 
 
The South County ARES Net is at 
7:00 PM Wednesdays preceding the 
North County ARES 7:30 PM net and 
the Central County ARES 8:00 PM 
net. 
 
Notes: These nets are to TEST out 
your Radio Equipment and Operator 
Training.  

 The primary net repeater is 
147.225  MHz +600 kHz offset 
[PL 107.2].  

 The secondary repeater is 
146.820 MHz -600 kHz offset [PL 
110.9]. 

 The tertiary repeater is 145.290 
–600 kHz offset [PL 110.9].  

 Simplex frequencies include 
146.550 MHz (SCARES), 147.530 
MHz (EOA5), and 147.550 MHz 
(EOA6). 

Donations & 

Contributions 
Contributions to BRARA— a 501(c)(3) 
organization—are tax deductible as 
charitable donations.  As you 
complete your membership renewal 
or begin your year-end tax planning, 
please consider making a donation to 
BRARA. 
  
$10 donation–BRARA Name Plate with 
your Call Sign.   
$30 donation-BRARA Polo Shirt with 
your Call Sign. 
$40 donation-BRARA button down red 
denim shirt (long or short sleeve) 
 
Planned Giving—Please also consider 
BRARA when updating or initiating 
planned giving (including charitable 
gift annuities, bequests, and gifts or 
retirement plan assets) and other 
assets. 
 
Thank you for your continued 
support. 
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Club Net 
145.290 –0.600 [PL 110.9] EC-826953 
Monday Evening Informal Net @ 1930 

Remember that we are as close as 
Echo Link [EC 826953].  So stay in 
touch with us on Monday nights at 
19:30 (7:30 PM our local time). 
KG4FUR, our NCS, looks forward to 
Echo Link contacts.  We all do! 

Club Repeaters 
144.390   APRS Repeater 
145.070   Packet Repeater 
145.290 –0.600  [PL 110.9] EC-826953 
442.875 +5.000  [PL 110.9] 

Location: 26.39724 –80.09485 
145.290 & 442.875 linking planned  

Club Ham Shack 
West Delray Regional Park 
1087 West Atlantic Avenue 
Delray Beach, FL 33446  

Board of Directors 

Scheduled Meetings 
 
The BRARA Board of Directors: 
 
K4LEW (Lew), KG4FUR (Gerry), 
KJ4RHP (Mike), KO4XL (Bruce), 
N4CGC (Max), W4WCD (Walt)  and 
W3EZB (Marcos)  

 
We hold weekly luncheon meetings at 
11:30 Mondays (quorum permitting) at 
Miller’s Ale House, 1200 Yamato Rd, 
Boca Raton, FL 33431. (561)988-9142 
www.millersalehouse.com/location/
east-Boca-ale-house 

2014 Membership 

Application & 

Renewal  

+ $20 Full Membership  
+ $5 Associate Membership 
+ $5 Family Mbr w/License 
_______________________ 
 
 

Name:  ______________________________ 

Call Sign:

 ______________________________ 

Address:

 ______________________________ 

 ______________________________ 

Phone:  ______________________________ 

Email: ______________________________ 

ARRL Member: + Yes    + No  

Birthday: Month: ___________ Year:______ 

License Grade: _____  Exp Date: _________ 

Interests:  + Field Day + Ham Fest 

+ HF + Digital + DXing 

+ VHF + Packet + CW 

+ UHF + Voice + Contesting 

+ EmComm  + Skywarn + Public Svc 

+ ARES + MARS + CERT 

+ Award Chasing + Ragchewing 

+ Building & Experimenting     + Other:  

______________________________________ 

Signature: 
 
 ________________________ 

Return to BRARA Secretary  with Dues:  

Walt Dreyfus, W4WCD  
21512 Woodchuck Ln,  
Boca Raton, FL 33428 
(954) 481-5327 

NBEMS Update kg4fur 
With the rapid growth of Narrow 

Band Emergency Messaging Systems 

(NBEMS), Palm Beach Emergency 

Messaging Associates (PBEMA) is 

now known as Florida Emergency 

Messaging Associates (FLEMA).  

Same role, just more inclusive. 

 

For more information and the latest 

Guide and Troubleshooting, go to 

www.qsl.net/k4wrc/PBC-BASIC-

NBEMS.html or simply Google “Palm 

Beach NBEMS” 

 
There are  currently three NBEMS 
nets locally meaning three times 
the opportunities for NBEMers. 
 

 The South County NBEMS Net on 
the 145.290 –0.600 [PL 110.9] 
repeater meets Mondays at 
20:00. 

 The PBC NBEMS Net on the 
147.285 +0.600 [PL 103.5] 
repeater meets Tuesdays at 
1930.   

 Knights of the Round Table 
Simplex Net 146.550 meets 1st & 
3rd Saturdays at 10:00. 

Already on board in addition to 
BRARA, Wellington Radio Club and 
Knights of the Round Table are 
Broward EOC, Central & South PBC 
ARES, Eagle Wings Foundation, 
Jupiter Lighthouse Radio Group, 
PBC Skywarn, Platinum Coast 
Amateur Radio Society. 
 
It also works on GMRS, CERT, Red 
Cross and other frequencies. 

http://www.qsl.net/k4wrc/PBC-BASIC-NBEMS.html
http://www.qsl.net/k4wrc/PBC-BASIC-NBEMS.html


Welcome New Members: 
None reported this month 

For more on BRARA 

www.n4brf.org 

Free Laurel 

VEC Testing  

Sun 02-Nov-2014, 1100-1300, Fire 
Station 28, 1040 RPB Blvd, Royal 
Palm Beach [PWARC] (1st Sunday of 
odd months). 

Tue  14-Oct-2014, 1800-1930, 
Broward Gen MC, 1600 S Andrews 
Ave, Ft Lauderdale [BARC] (2nd Tue 
of every month). 

Wed 12-Nov-2014 1800-2000, W 
Boca Library, 18685 SR-7/US-441, 
Boca Raton, FL 33498 [BRARA] 
(Feb, May, Aug, Nov) 

the Radio Flyer  
5724 Regency Circle West 
Boca Ratón, FL 33496-2760 

 

Email KG4FUR@n4brf.org with 
Articles/Constructive Critique 

BRARA Club Member Name 
Call Sign 
Street Address 
City, State Zip Code 
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the Radio Flyer’s Purpose 

The purpose of this newsletter is 

to keep Club members and other 

interested Hams updated on Club 

events and Ham activities in the 

Greater Boca Raton Area.  We 
hope you enjoy this month’s theRF 

as much as we did publishing it! 

BRARA Ham Shack 

Key Rules k4lew 

To obtain a key for our ham shack 
you must be a member in good 
standing for a minimum of a 
continuous year and hold a general 
class license or above and go 
through a short training section with 
K4LEW (Lew), W4WCD (Walt) or 
N4CGC (Max). 

Fla State Convention 

(Melbourne Hamfest)  
Dates: 10/11 Oct 2014 
Location: Melbourne Auditorium 
625 East Hibicus Blvd. 
Melbourne, FL 32901 
Website: http://www.pcars.org 
Sponsor: Platinum Coast Amateur 
Radio Society 
Type: ARRL Convention 
Talk-In: 146.250/146.850 (No PL 
tone) 
Public Contact: Don Winn , AF4Z  
PO Box 1004 Melbourne, FL 32902 
Phone: 321-254-9495 
Email: hamfest2014@cfl.rr.com 

Free Flea  
Date: 15 Nov 2014 
Location: University of Miami - 
Physics / Gifford Arboretum Parking 
Lot 
5101 San Amaro Drive 
Coral Gables, FL 33114 
Website: http://
www.flamingonet.8m.net 
Sponsor: Flamingo Net ARC / 
University of Miami ARC 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Talk-In: 147.150 +.600 (PL 94.8) 
Public Contact: William Moore , 
WA4TEJ  
1451 NE 102nd Street Miami Shores, 
FL 33138  
Phone: 305-751-1874 
Email: wa4tej@juno.com 

Link McGarity WV4I 

Memorial Free Flea  
Date: 01 Nov 2014 
Location: AJFCS 
5841 Corporate Way, Suite 200  
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
Website: http://
www.palmswestradio.org/ 
Sponsor: Palms West ARC 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Talk-In: 147.045 (PL 110.9) 
Public Contact: Robert Pease , 
KS4EC  
11894 Brierpatch Court East 
Wellington, FL 33414 
Phone: 561-358-9999 
Email: ks4ec@att.net 

Hamfest In The Woods  
Date: 29 Nov 2014 
Location: Freedom Ranch 
11655 US Highway 441 SE 
Okeechobee, FL 34972 
Website: http://K4OKE.com 
Sponsor: Okeechobee Amateur 
Radio Club 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Talk-In: 149.195 (PL 100.0) 
Public Contact: Charles Whipple , 
W4PHD  
32801 Highway 441 North, Lot 48 
Okeechobee, FL 34972 
Phone: 863-467-2487 
Email: charles.whipple4@gmail.com 

Carpooling 
Contact  KG4FUR if there is an 
interest in carpooling to the 
Melbourne Hamfest. It is the 2nd 
largest Hamfest in Florida. 

http://www.pcars.org
mailto:hamfest2014@cfl.rr.com
http://www.flamingonet.8m.net
http://www.flamingonet.8m.net
mailto:wa4tej@juno.com
http://www.palmswestradio.org/
http://www.palmswestradio.org/
mailto:ks4ec@att.net
http://K4OKE.com
mailto:charles.whipple4@gmail.com


444.700 MHz BRFD/

KC4GH  is back 
 
The 444.700 Amateur Repeater 
licensed to the Boca Raton Fire 
Rescue Service/KC4GH is back up and 
running. It is the secondary repeater 
for BRFRS CERT Plan B net on Tuesday 
evenings at 7:30 and when Boca CERT 
is activated. Otherwise is an open 
repeater just like the 147.255 
machine. Enjoy. 

Frank London 

W1IBV 

ARRL Life Member 
 
With Frank’s passing, there is a sizable 
void in our hearts. His presence and 
knowledge will be sorely missed.  
 
Although no one can fill his shoes, Marcos 
Raijer (W3EZB) will serve the remainder 
of Frank’s term as Director and Gerry 
Gawaldo (KG4FUR) is serving as the 
Monday Night info net NCS.  
 
The Club voted to secure a brick for the 
ARRL walk.  Maryann (KB1ZTH), at the 
ARRL HQ, suggested and the Board 
approved the above title inscription. A 
replica will be presented to Ina, Frank’s 
wife.  
 
No one can replace him. He meant so 
much to all of us and we are still finding 
things undone that Frank just did, because 
that was Frank. 
 
So long and final 73s my friend. 

Greetings to all from 

Jeff, 
 
Myra and I attended the ARRL 
Southeastern Division Convention in 
Huntsville, AL last month. They 
hosted one of the regional ARRL 
Centennial events; the last one in the 
east. Highlighted by the traveling 
ARRL Expo, a number of excellent 
forums and good attendance, the 
Huntsville Hamfest is becoming one of 
the larger shows on the Hamfest/
Convention circuit.  
 
I know that I’m beginning to sound 
like a broken record, however, we 
cannot lose our momentum with going 
forward with our support of HR 4969. 
If you have not already done so, 
please contact your Congressperson. 
Write a letter of support, forward it 
to ARRL by Sept. 12th for distribution 
and make an appointment to visit 
with them. Ask them to support HR 
4969 and to co-sponsor the bill.  I 
cannot over emphasize how important 
it is for everyone to sign on with this 
effort. For more info, please visit 
http://www.arrl.org/news/crunch-
time-letters-urging-house-members-to
-support-h-r-4969-due-at-
headquarters-by-september-12 
 
Congratulations to the members of 
the Boca Raton ARA upon earning the 
ARRL Special Service Club 
designation. Affiliated clubs can 
become an SSC by meeting certain 
requirements. For more info, contact 
our Affiliated Club Coordinator, 
Steve, N4SGL at n4sgl@arrl.net 
 
We are looking for an individual to 
head up our Section Youth program. 
This is a SFL Section staff 
appointment who will work closely 
with the Section Manager and 
Affiliated Club Coordinator. For more 
info on the Section Youth Coordinator 
position, please visit  
http://www.arrl.org/section-youth-
coordinator   If you are interested, 
just drop me an email or give me a 
call.  
 
Mark your calendars for October 10-
11th for the Florida State Convention 
at Melbourne. Held in conjunction 
with the 49th Melbourne Hamfest at 
the Melbourne Auditorium, this show 
has become a major event in the SFL 
Section. Meet with your Division 
Director/Vice Director and the SFL 
Section staff at the ARRL booth. Our 
special guest from ARRL HQ will be 
Bob Allison, WB1GCM from the ARRL 
Lab. For more info, please visit 
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/florida
-state-convention-melbourne-hamfest
-3 
 
The annual Simulated Emergency Test 
will be held in the SFL Section on 
October 18th. For most ARES groups, 
the SET is a part of their ongoing 

training program. Details on the SET 
can be found on page 75 in the 
September QST. For more info on how 
you can participate in the SET, 
contact your local EC or the DEC in 
your District. Please remember that 
we are now in the peak of the storm 
season. Fortunately, it has been quiet 
so far, however, it just takes one, so 
don’t become complacent. Be 
prepared for what might come our 
way. 
 
Silent Keys- It is with deep regret 
that we report the passing of the 
following SFL members: 
 
Wade J. ( Jim ) Bayless, W4BAL of 
Cocoa. Jim was active with Brevard 
County ARES and BEARS. Jim was also 
an ARRL Official Emergency Station. 
 
Frank J. London, W1IVB of Delray 
Beach. Frank was an active member 
of the Boca Raton ARA and the 
Florida Atlantic University ARC and an 
ARRL Life Member. 
 
Well, I guess that’s about it for now. 
My thanks for all that you do for 
Amateur Radio. Get on the air, Elmer 
a new ham, support your local club 
and ARES group but most of all, have 
fun. 
 
Vy 73, 
 
Jeff Beals, WA4AW 
ARRL Southern Florida Section 
Manager 
wa4aw@arrl.org 

DMR Radio Interest 
Following KS4VT’s DMR presentation 
last month there has been expressed 
interest in purchasing the low cast 
CS700 HT. Although, Connect Systems 
Inc, the US distributor, cannot offer a 
quantity discount, we can get a 
shipping cost discount, if we order in 
bulk. If you are interested, please 
contact either  KB1MPI or KG4FUR. 
Current prices: 
$180 CS700 UHF Radio 
$5 Programming Cable 
Free PC Program 
$30 Extra Battery (Li Ion) 
 

www.connectsystems.com 



Planned ShackJOTA 

Participation 

 

Cub Scouts:  
 
Pack 318 will be visiting the 
Shack on Saturday morning, 18-
Oct-2014 as part of the JOTA 
(Jamboree of the Air) 
Weekend. Please take the time 
to come to the shack and 
promote our hobby.  Maybe, 
even encourage some to get on 
the air-Control operator 
required.  Ron (W2DO) will be 
orchestrating the event for the 
Cubbies. 
 
Other local packs may also be 
visiting the shack Saturday 
morning. 

 

Boy Scouts VE Session: 
 
Ron (W2DO) is also coordinating 
a VE session on Sunday, 19-Oct-
2014 at the Tanah Keeta Scout 
Reservation for all desiring to 
take   the Tech test (or higher). 
 

JOTA 

Jamboree On the Air 

and the Club ko4xl 
 
Jamboree On The Air (JOTA) is 
a major annual Scouting event 
held world-wide.  On the third 
weekend in October, Amateur 
Radio Operators and Scouting 
youth in each country join up 
to enable the Scouts to reach 
out via ham radio to their 
counterparts in other countries 
and locales, share their 
Scouting experiences and make 
new friends.  Every country 
which has a Scouting program 
and allows third-party traffic 
participates in JOTA, making it 
the largest annual Scouting 
event in the world.  This year’s 
event will take place starting 
Friday evening, October 17th at 
6pm local time and last until 
Sunday morning, October 19th, 
at midnight local time. 
 
BRARA has a long history of 
supporting JOTA.  In 2011 and 
2012, BRARA hosted Boy Scout 
Troop 306 at our shack on JOTA 
weekend.  In 2013 and again 
this year, we are supporting 
Gulf Stream Council in their 
annual JOTA campout. Every 
year it has been a rewarding 
experience for Scouts and club 
members alike.  Contacts have 
included Boy Scouts of America 
headquarters, Boy Scout camps 
and encampments, military 
bases hosting Boy Scout troops 
and even the MARS station at 
The Pentagon.  (They were 
operating on amateur 
frequencies at the time and 
hosting a local Cub Scout 
troop!) 
 
This year, active Scouters in 
three South Florida radio clubs 
(including our own) have 
combined forces to support 
Gulf Stream Council’s JOTA 
event, which will be held at 
Tanah Keeta Scout Reservation 
in Tequesta.  The event will 
include Scouts and Scouters 
from throughout Gulf Stream 
Council, the BSA governing 
body for the area spanning 
from Palm Beach County 
through Indian River County.  

Each radio club is providing a 
station and a team of operators 
to establish and manage the 
stations and assist the Scouts in 
making contacts.  Between 100 
and 200 Scouts are expected to 
attend.  In addition to 
operating JOTA, the youth will 
have a weekend camping 
experience and the opportunity 
to study and earn one of five 
different merit badges.  A 
Laurel VEC testing session will 
be held on Sunday morning for 
any youth who are ready to 
obtain their own radio license. 
 
Not only is BRARA providing a 
station for the weekend 
campout at Tanah Keeta Scout 
Reservation, but we have also 
invited several local groups of 
Cub Scouts to participate at our 
own shack.  While we cannot 
provide the full experience of a 
weekend at Scout camp, it is 
certain to be an exciting 
experience for these young boys 
to get their first taste of ham 
radio!  Many of us began our 
interest in radio at that age, so 
we’re sure to see some of these 
boys (and their parents!) in our 
future license classes and VE 
sessions! 
 
Whether you are at our shack or 
at your home QTH, please listen 
for and respond to any “CQ 
Jamboree” or “CQ JOTA” you 
happen to hear.  We’ll be using 
the club call, N4BRF at our 
shack, and the Scouts up at 
camp will be using the club call 
of the Tanah Keetah Amateur 
Radio Association, KK4OAL.   
 
This is everyone’s chance to get 
a young person excited about 
amateur radio.  It’s the easiest 
Elmering you’ll ever do! 
 

JOTA officially begins at 0000 
hours local time on the third 
Saturday in October, and runs 
through 2400 hours local time 
Sunday night.  A tune up/warm 
up period is permitted starting 
at 1800 hours local time Friday, 
to make test contacts and 
provide instruction to the 
youth.  This year’s JOTA dates 
are Friday October 17th through 

Sunday October 19th.  For more 
information about JOTA, 
Scouting or this year’s event at 
Tanah Keeta Scout Reservation, 
please contact Bruce Ratoff, 
KO4XL. 


